What Women Wore in New Castle

The Height of Fashion: Delaware Women Dress Up”
By Susan Hannell, Peggy Litchko & Betsy Martino 2014

Plus Fashion Plates from
other sources.

Silhouettes:

1860-1920

A ‘Gibson Girl’






c1759, Anna Dorothea Finney

Amstel House, 2 E 4, by John Hesselius

Lace trimmed satin dress

Panniers under skirt, or dome-shaped hoops,
One piece; not separate bodice and skirt
Bodice closed with hook & loop

No stomacher

Worn over a stiff corset of whalebone strips



Nancy Bradfield, 1968
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Green and pink silk t:’ dacke
striped floral brocade,
open robe with wide, widte round

loose sleeves and deep
cuffs below the elbow.
Front folds on bodice
are missing. Bodice

is linen-lined, sleeves
half lined in green silk.
A rich, heavy brocade,
coarsely sewn together.
Separate 18th-c. boned
stomacher, with steel
band across front and
pocket in lining.
Snowshill Collection

18" STOMACHER
INSIDE VIEW

During the 1730's dresses are plain and untrimmed, with long fitting bodice sewn to a wide
fully gathered or pleated skirt, worn over a dome-shaped hooped petticoat. By the '40’s the
skirt widens and opens in front to show the petticoat. The bodice usually has folded back edges
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with a separate stomacher. The example shown here does not match this dress, but it has an

interesting feature, the pocket in the lining; this would be for herbs, giving the wearer a
pleasant fragrance. Deep cuffs are typical of this date.



c1813, Mary Van Leuvenigh Van Dyke

2 The Strand, 300, 400 Delaware, by John Crawley

High waist

Lace/gauze scarf

Short sleeve
Extraordinary cap
Construction method??









1803-05

White spotted muslin
trained dress, with
bodice front and skirt
in one. The lining of
bodice and short little
under-sleeves is of
white linen. The long
muslin sleeves have
been cut off at the
elbow. Under-pieces
of bodice front fasten
with draw-string at
neck, probably pinned
at “waist.” Tape tie on
inside at back.
Snowshill Collection
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This graceful trained dress is a good example of the style and construction found 1800-10, the front. A small bustle pad would still have been needed under this dress to hold out the
and it could have been used for day or evening wear until c. 1806, when day dresses with ;tck thel:s A chemise and waist-petticoat would probably have been the only underwear,
trains are no longer fashionable, although the skirt is often slightly longer at the back than e ’

with stockings gartered at the knee.
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c. 1810

White muslin dress
embroidered in tiny
flower motif of brown
and blue-grey. The
sleeves are very long.
Apron-front bodice
and skirt, pinned at
shoulder. White linen
lining to bodice back,
with tiny sleeves and
narrow under-pieces
at front. Frilled hem.
Pink satin shoes, no
heels, no shaping for
left or right feet.
Snowshill Collection
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White muslin dresses with dainty spot, sprig, or check patterns continue to be in fashion decoration on the bodice. The waistline reaches its highest level c. 1815-20, then gradually
until the "20’s. During the years of war with France there is little change, but after 1815 there lowers as the hemline increases in width. These heelless shoes, called ‘straights,” remain
are hints of new styles to come. There is an increased use of frills at the hemline, and more with little change for 5o years. See also Regency dresses pp. 372-374.
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1830-40? Hannah Booth

212 Delaware

Elaborate cap

Lace collar

Satin sash?

‘Leg of mutton’ (gigot) sleeves
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1828-30

Primrose-yellow gauze
over-dress, trimmed
with golden-yellow
satin cut on the cross,
and fine blonde lace.
An evening gown
with very full puffed
sleeves, edged with
the lace. Wide satin
sash with bow and
long hanging loop.
Decorated from hem to
knee-level with panels
edged in satin. The
under-dress is missing.
Snowshill Collection

A matching satin under-dress with short puffed sleeves would have completed this lovely
gauze evening dress. The gathering of the bodice and skirt on to the ribbon waistband is
full and close, and the dress hangs wide at the hem, measuring all round 96". With these

wider skirts, decoration reaches knee-level, and then is used no more as the width increases;
this is particularly so on day dresses. Extra waist-petticoats are worn, often with rows of thick

piping above the flounced hem.
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Display in the Old Library, E3rd

Thanks to Susan Hanne



Silhouettes —
1860 - 1920

1860 1870 1880

1890 1900 1910 1920






19 The Strand

Mary Robeson
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Godeys Ladys Book

Philadelphia magazine, 150,000 circ. In 1860

1860 1875



Gift of Mrs. T. Coleman Dupont of Wilmington and
Buena Vista; “possibly belonged to her grandmother,
Dorcas Van Dyke Dupont” (but b1803-d1838).









Gift of Mary Lightner















Mrs. Hilles” Turkey Feather Fan
All the rage in the late 1800’s.












“Lingerie dress”









Silhouettes —
1860 - 1920

1860 1870 1880

1890 1900 1910 1920



Parallels between architecture, furniture and clothing:

1700’s (Georgian, Chippendale)

Projecting horizontal elements Heavily carved legs
Hoops & panniers

Early 1800’s (Federal, Sheraton, Empire)

Flat, fanlight only ornamentation Uncarved, flat, veneered
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Late Victorian Simple drop

Porches, projecting windows, multicolor, OMG
asymmetrical cross gables






Lisa Samson talks about:
One Pattern to Rule Them All: A Civil War Era
Dress Made from Simplicity 3723

Blog about Simplicity Pattern

https://thepragmaticcostumer.wordpress.com/2014/10/28/one-pattern-to-rule-
them-all-a-civil-war-era-dress-made-from-simplicity-3723-part-1/



